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I D E N T I F Y I N G  E F F E C T I V E  
T H E S I S  S T A T E M E N T S  

Evaluate the fol lowing.   

Are these effective thesis  statements?  

Why or why not?

A  T H E S I S  I S  N O T :  
A  S T A T E M E N T  O F  F A C T ,  A  Q U E S T I O N ,  A  
D E S C R I P T I O N ,  A  S U M M A R Y  O R  A N  
O B S E R V A T I O N .    I T  I S  N O T  V A G U E .  

  A  T H E S I S  I S  S P E C I F I C  A N D  F O C U S E D .  I T  
I S  A  M A P  T H A T  T E L L S  T H E  R E A D E R  
W H E R E  Y O U R  P A P E R  I S  H E A D E D

A one to two sentence summary of an 
essay's main point. 

Appears at the end of the introduction in 
academic essays. 

Answers the questions:  
     

Why does this topic matter? 
So what? 

1. In  this paper I will show how Poe uses symbolism in 
"The Masque of the Red Death"to develop the theme of 
death and decay. 

2.  We must save the whales. 

3. High school students should be required 
to complete community service projects 
before graduation in order to increase their maturity 
and global awareness.  

A N S W E R S :

1.  No.  Too vague. Better:  In "The Masque of the Red Death," 
Poe uses the  symbolism of the clock, the stranger and the 
seventh room to develop the theme of death. 
2.  No.  Too broad.. Better: Because our planet's health 
depends upon biological diversity, we should save the 
whales.  
3. Yes, it is clear where the essay  is headedA

http://www.laspositascollege.edu/RAW/
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A V O I D  V A G U E  W O R D S  S U C H  A S

O B S E R V A T I O N  +

+

R E M I N D E R S    
It ' s  okay for  a  thesis  to  be two

sentences.  Don't  squish too many ideas

into a  s ingle  sentence.  

If  the essay prompt is  a  question,  your

thesis  is  the answer to  that  question.    

In academic essays,  your instructor

will  look for  your thesis  at  the end of

the introduction.    

THESIS STATEMENTS

W R I T I N G  E F F E C T I V E  
T H E S I S  S T A T E M E N T S

Your Thesis Combines

O B S E R V A T I O N  A N A L Y S I S

T H E S I S

F A C T S ,  E V I D E N C E

A N A L Y S I S
A R G U M E N T  

E V A L U A T I O N

P O L L U T I O N  I S  B A D  
F O R  T H E  

E N V I R O N M E N T

C A R B O N  U S E  
C O N T R I B U T E S  

M O S T  T O  
P O L L U T I O N

T H E S I S :  
A M E R I C A S  A N T I - P O L L U T I O N  E F F O R T S  S H O U L D  
F O C U S  O N  R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y  S O U R C E S .

Y O U R  T U R N :  
T O P I C  A R E A :    T E X T I N G  W H I L E  D R I V I N G

B E  S P E C I F I C

E X A M P L E :


