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WHAT IS A THESIS

STATEMENT? -
IDENTIFYING EFFECTIVE
A one to two sentence summary of an THESIS STATEMENTS

essay's main point.

Evaluate the following.
Are these effective thesis statements?
Why or why not?

Answers the questlons: 1.In this paper | will show how Poe uses symbolism in
e "The Masque of the Red Death"to develop the theme of
. . death and decay.
Why does this topic matter?
So what? 2. We must save the whales.

3. High school students should be required
Appears at the end of the introduction in to complete community service projects
academic essays. hefore graduation in order to increase their maturity
and global awareness.

A THESIS IS NOT:
A STATEMENT OF FACT, A QUESTION, A

DESCRIPTION, A SUMMARY OR AN
OBSERVATION. IT IS NOT VAGUE.

ANSWERS:
Papeay si Aessa aj) a1aLm Jeajd s1 }1 ‘Saj €
= A THESIS IS SPECIFIC AND FOCUSED. |T. 'Sa[eym
IS A MAP THAT TELLS THE READER alj) anes pinoys am ‘}is1anip [eaiSojoiq uodn spuadap
WHERESHOURIEAFERSSEHIEAD ED @ 3 {eay s Jaue|d Jno asneaag :1a)jag “Peoiq 00] o)
"Ijyeap J0 away aiy} dojanap o} W00 YJuaAaS

alj} pue J93uel)s 8y} %0[9 a1} J0 WSIjOqLIAS 3lj) SAsN 304

[
_'Ujeaq pay auy Jo anbseyy ay., uj :19333g "anSea 0] o\ |
' E LAS POSITAS

—

COLLEGE


http://www.laspositascollege.edu/RAW/

THESIS STATEMENTS

WRITING EFFECTIVE
THESIS STATEMENTS

AVOID VAGUE WORDS SUCH AS

Your Thesis Combines

ANALYSIS

o ARGUMENT

OBSERVATION
EVALUATION

FACTS, EVIDENCE

Interesting

EXAMPLE:

CARBON USE qu
POLLUTION IS BAT 4| cONTRIBUTES

FOR THE
MOST TO
ENVIRONMENT POLLUTION

THESIS:
AMERICAS ANTI-POLLUTION EFFORTS SHOULD
FOCUS ON RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES.

YOUR TURN: REMINDERS

TOPIC AREA: TEXTING WHILE DRIVING

OBSERVATION ANALYSIS It's okay for a thesis to be two

sentences. Don't squish too many ideas
into a single sentence.

If the essay prompt is a question, your
thesis is the answer to that question.

THESIS BE SPECIFIC ' .
Q In academic essays, your instructor
o will look for your thesis at the end of

the introduction.




